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Pastor’s Message Apr. 2020 Friendly Voice p.1

Greetings!
“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Psalm 118:26a NRSV)

The crowds shouted “Hosanna” as Jesus the Christ, the Messiah, rode into Jerusalem on a donkey just
as a king would returning home in triumph. The people laid down their garments and branches from

the trees to pave his way in honor and reverence. There was great joy for them as they shouted in the
hopes that Jesus was the one who would save them from the oppressive hands of their enemies. They
were happy seeking more happiness in a future of freedom and peace. A great burden would be lifted.

We go from the joy of Palm Sunday to a very somber and emotional evening that pours into a day of
horror for the people who truly love Jesus. Some have faced the mirror of shame that has exposed the
fears leading them to run and deny knowing Jesus instead of standing with him. Others, like Mary (his
mother), were there at the cross. Mary, who heard his cries of birth, also heard his cries of death.
Such a weight she must have carried on her heart.

But what a weight was lifted and what joy there was for a thief: a thief who came to the defense of
Jesus on the cross even as he hung awaiting death himself. Acknowledging the weight of his sin as
something he deserved and asking Jesus for nothing but to be remembered when Jesus entered HIS
OWN kingdom was the best thing he could have ever done at that moment. In that statement, Jesus
heard the thief express deep regret and accountability for his sins, and that he BELIEVED Jesus to be
king! He believed in Jesus!! What joy was had when they died together on the cross only to find life in
paradise!

But the weight still needed to be lifted for the followers of Christ who were still in hiding and felt they
were dying on their own “crosses” as they mourned the loss of their Lord and their courage in the face
of evil and sin.

And then Sunday came...and the weight WAS lifted! Like the great, heavy rock that block the tomb

where Jesus was laid, their pain and burdens were removed, cast aside! Christ had risen as he said he

would - - the temple that was torn down WAS raised again in three days. And Jesus WANTED to see

the disciples! Getting that message from Mary Magdalene that he even wanted to see them after they

ran and left him to fend for himself not only brought them the joy that he LIVED, but also the

forgiveness that they sought for hurting him. A huge weight was gone; but now, they must joyfully
accept the yoke of faithful service to God.

Through Jesus Christ, God lifts those heavy burdens of sin and
death from us; but we need to remember that God’s grace is
still at work sanctifying us and all that we do in God’s name.
Once forgiven, we are changed, reborn and we need to
remember that we are not perfect, but must work toward
perfection in love with study, fellowship, service, and worship.
. We are Easter people who need to take on the yoke of

= discipleship with the faith that the Holy Spirit empowers and
guides us. In that faith, the yoke is never heavy, yet we are
reminded that it is there and that we have much to do for
Christ’s kingdom on earth.

Happy and Blessed Easter everyonel!
Peace always in Christ,

Laurie, your Pastor.
Rev. Laurie J. Pfahler
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Do you know...
..where the idea of the Easter Bunny came from?
The idea of the Easter Bunny (or Rabbit/Hare) is said to have originated in
Germany, and made its way over to the North American Colonies sometime
in the 1700s. The hare was said to be very different in that it laid eggs. At

& o Easter, children would make nests for it to lay the colored eggs, and
> often leave carrots in return.

From this, we can easily see how that changed into Easter baskets that are filled with “grass”
to cushion the precious gifts; and over time, other goodies have been added to our baskets!

https://time.com/3767518/easter-bunny-origins-history/
Spring Sunday Scripture Schedule, Plus...

Here are the scriptures that are scheduled for each Sunday and Maundy
Thursday in April and May. They are subject to change should there be a
substitute preacher, or if the Holy Spirit moves me to change one or two... |
generally pick two of the four to focus on each Sunday, and often use
the Psalter reading as a call to worship.
Please remember that all Sunday services offered during the COVID-
19 lock-down will be ONLINE at 9:30a, and available to watch anytime after
that. Once the lock-down is lifted, we will meet again for services in church,
but they will also be available online going forward. You can find the link to our YouTube
channel on our website: www.lumc-online.org
Feel free to read the scriptures below in anticipation of the worship services!
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April 9

April 5" — Palm Sunday

Prophetic/Old Testament Lesson (None)
Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
Epistle/New Testament Lesson (None)

Gospel/New Testament Lesson Matthew 21:1-11

April 9" — Maundy Thursday
For scripture readings, see the chart under “Holy Week.”

April 12" — Easter Sunday

Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 30:34-43
Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
Epistle/New Testament Lesson Colossians 3:1-4
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Gospel/New Testament Lesson Matthew 28:1-10

April 19 - 2™ Sunday of Easter; Festival of God’s Creation o A ne N
Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 2:14a, 22-32 » ?}1{%@
Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 16 ;| @ 0L f 4 \_// 0 »
Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 1:3-9 e e S il
Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 20:19-31

April 26" — 3 Sunday of Easter

Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19

Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 1:17-23

Gospel/New Testament Lesson Luke 24:13-35

May

May 3" - 4" Sunday of Easter

Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 2:42-47

Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm

Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 2:19-25

Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 10:1-10

May 10" — 5 Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day/Festival of the Christian Home
Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 7:55-60

Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16

Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 2:2-10

Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 14:1-14 p

May 17" — 6 Sunday of Easter

Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 17:22-31

Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 66:8-20

Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 3:13-22

Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 14:15-21

May 24" — 7" sunday of Easter; Ascension Sunday*; UM Heritage/Aldersgate Sunday
Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 1:6-14

Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35

Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11

Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 17:1-11

*Ascension Day is Thursday, May 21* this year. Scriptures to read on this

day are Acts 1:1-11, Ps. 47, Eph.1:15-23, Luke 24:44-53. -
May 31° — Day of Pentecost! Happy Birthday to God’s Holy Church of 7 } : &
Christ!! -
Apostolic/New Testament Lesson Acts 2:1-21 J@”
Psalter/Old Testament Reading Psalm 104:24-34, 35b pgg\:rgcggg "ﬁ/
Epistle/New Testament Lesson 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 SuNDAY

Gospel/New Testament Lesson John 7:37-39




Pastor’s Message Apr. 2020 Friendly Voice p. 4

?[MS, marﬁ your ca(em{ars e

New Day, New Me - - Women Who Walk & Greet
the Day Together - - Every Thursday morning,
77N\ starting May 14" at 7:00a, we leave the church and

walk through the borough OR inside the church (if
weather is an issue) for exercise and fellowship. We will end right before the
start of the Women’s Bible Study at 8:00a. Please make sure the walking is
okay with your health care professional (i.e. Nurse Practitioner, Doctor). I'm
SURE the Bible study is okay!!

New Weekly Early Morning Women’s Bible Study:
The Lectionary Scriptures - - Every Thursday morning
starting MAY 14™ 2020 (pending lock-down.duration)

from 8:00-10:00a we look at the scriptures that will be

the focus for the following Sunday’s worship, while

enjoying the fellowship of a light continental breakfast

here at church (with an occasional breakfast out!).

Group members will be asked to help with the goodies on a weekly

volunteer basis.
Class sign-up sheet is hanging next to the pastor’s office door.

Holy Week

Scripture readings for Holy Week should you choose to follow the Word at home.

Palm Sunday
(Liturgy of the
Passion)

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Maundy
Thursday

Good Friday

Holy
Saturday

Isa 50:4-9a
Ps 31:9-16
Phil 2:5-11
Matt 26:14 -
27:66

Isa 42:1-9
Ps 36:5-11
Heb 9:11-15
John 12:1-11

Isa 49:1-7
Ps71:1-14

1 Cor 1:18-31
John 12:20-
36

Isa 50:4-9a
Ps 70

Heb 12:1-3
John 13:21-
32

Ex 12:1-14
Ps 116:1-4,
12-19

1Cor 11:23-
26

John 13:1-17,
31b-35

Is52:13 -
53:12

Ps 22

Heb 10:16-25
John 18:1 -
19:42

Job 14:1-14
Ps 31:1-4, 15-
16

1Pet 4:1-8
Matt 27:57-
66 OR

John 19:38-
42
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If you haveeprayer requests you would like to share PRIVATELY,
or if you urgently need to speak with Rev. Pfahler, you may
email or phone the request in to her at

Email: laurie@langhornechurch.org
Office Telephone: (215) 757-4984 ext. 2

For Pastoral Emergencies: (609) 351-9265 (cellular telephone)

If you have prayer requests to include on the email prayer chain
and/or the church prayer list, please email or phone the
request in to the church office at

Church Email: church@langhornechurch.org

Church Telephone: (215) 757-4984

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus. - - Philippians 4:6-7 NRSV



A Letter of Support to Churches
from Eastern PA Conference Leadership
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Dear Sisters and Brothers and Christ,

The Eastern PA Conference leadership recognizes we are in unprecedented times. We give
thanks for the ways that our churches have continued to worship in new forms over these past
weeks. We know this has not been easy, and we recognize the amount of time and learning
that has gone into transforming worship using conference calls, videoconferencing,
livestreaming and other online platforms.

In addition, we give thanks for the sacrificial generosity of our churches over these

weeks. Many churches have created online giving solutions for their members. For some of our
churches, preschools have been suspended and offices closed, placing churches in the difficult
position of furloughing staff. Please know that Bishop Peggy Johnson, the Extended Cabinet and
Conference Staff are aware of many of the challenges that our churches are facing, although we
confess that we may be unaware of particularly critical situations in some places.

Let us stay connected

Please help us keep open the lines of communication so we can go through this crisis together
with you. The Bishop, Cabinet and Conference staff are here to work with churches during this
time. And we give thanks for our United Methodist connectional system that enables us to
quickly resource one another. We recommend the following:

e Please continue to check our Eastern PA Conference’s website (especially
our Coronavirus Ministry Response page), our NEWSpirit Digest newsletter and social
media for information and resources on live-streaming, Zoom videoconferencing and
online giving.

e Should financial challenges arise in your contexts as a result of the pandemic, please
contact your District Superintendent directly to set a plan with your leadership
regarding ways to proceed. Respectfully and with compassion, leadership within the
Eastern PA Conference will be working on a case by case basis with churches.

e Over the past twelve years, Eastern PA has worked tirelessly on the Pre-1982 clergy
pension liability. Due to churches’ and individuals’ faithfulness, we were on track to

_becoming 100% funded prior to the pandemic. The bulk of our Conference financial
reserves have been directed to this goal. While we will work closely with churches that
are facing difficult financial realities due to the pandemic, our resources are
limited. Therefore, we implore all churches to strive to fully fund all their conference
obligations.

e The Conference and Cabinet continue to seek other measures that might be
implemented to assist churches. We are analyzing the provisions of the newly passed
federal CARES Act We are waiting for guidelines on how to apply for the Small Business
Administration (SBA) forgivable loans program under the act. Our churches are eligible




to participate in this program to provide support for payroll, utility and debt payment
relief. Until the guidelines are published, we suggest the following:

e Contact your bank to determine if they are a partner with SBA, and advise them of your
intent to apply.

e Finalize your 2019 Financial Reports and 1st quarter 2020 financials.

e Arrange a virtual meeting of your church's Charge Conference to authorize receiving a
loan. (This has been approved by Bishop Peggy Johnson.)

e Churches can have a preliminary vote with their leadership team to get approval to
begin the process for the CARES ACT funding, and then follow-up with an official-Charge
Conference (in order to follow the 10-day guideline for charge conferences). We want
our churches to be first in line for funding so please do not delay on your application.

Keep your District Superintendent informed -

e Keep your District Superintendent informed of any especially challenging circumstances
your church may be experiencing.

e Review the InJoy Stewardship (www.injoystewardship.com/cares-act) information as a
resource related to this opportunity. InJoy Stewardship Resources has done an excellent
job summarizing the way the federal CARES act can help churches during this very
difficult time. Be sure to watch the video webinar.

e Important points to catch from this webinar:

o Churches do qualify for the Payroll Protection Loan program.

o You can receive 2.5 times your monthly payroll expenses (including pensions and
health care).

o Yourloan may be forgiven completely if you use it as the program prescribes
(salaries, etc.) for the 8 weeks following the disbursement and if you do not
reduce staff or salaries during that time.

o You should receive your funds promptly.

We do not know how long we will be in this current situation. We know there are many
households that are continuing to honor their financial commitments, for which we give thanks
to God. We do know that in our local churches, by the grace of God (Romans 12:8), some
households are able to meet their entire financial commitment, or give more for the year 2020
immediately...or, at least, to “pay ahead” on their full-year gifts right now.

Similarly, we anticipate that some of our stronger congregations, with abundant resources in
reserve, could choose to double-up on their giving today in order to help cover for those
churches that will need a delay.

More importantly, we do know that God walks with us through our valleys and God provides
manna for each day. We give thanks for the resiliency we see in our churches, and we pray for
God's continued blessings upon you, your families and your ministries. Please know that key
Conference leaders are meeting weekly and will continue to provide updates as we have new
information.

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson

The Eastern PA Conference Extended Cabinet

The Eastern PA Conference Board of Benefits

The Eastern PA Conference Council on Finance and Administration




g " . 4 :
o4/ )

! ) ) . J

For GOd so 10, d the Yorld that he WHAT IS

gave his oné/and only Son... / ’
ﬁOHN 316/ | yat TITHING?

Beloved Church Family, Greetings and God's peace be with you from the Finance Committee. As
many of us are hunkered down riding out this virus crisis, we want you to know that the work of
the church continues and that your financial support is appreciated and needed. Many of us re-
ceived and were blessed by the service and sermon Pastor Laurie gave on Sunday, March

22nd. This was live streamed with the technical assistance of Mike Kephart and his two

sons. There will be additional morning broadcasts until we can meet again in our sanctuary. Un-
fortunately we cannot hold fund raising events during this time, our budget is in deficit and income

is at least $15,000.00 or more for needed expenses.

There is a verse in Matthew 6:21 which states: "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also". We pray you will remember to mail in your offerings or to sign up for automatic deduction
of your weekly offering from your bank account. The easiest way to do this is to go to our web-
site LUMC-ONLINE.ORG and signup for online giving. The link is in the center that says GIVE
NOW. You can choose how you would like your offering distributed as

General, Capital Improvement, Faith Promise, Reserve Giving or Other.

You can choose the frequency and if you would like it to come from a checking, savings or credit
card. Then just enter your donation information. In closing this message to you remember

3 John 2: "I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go well with you, even as your
soul is getting along well". God bless all of you.

Raul Torres

Chairman of Finance Committee




Hello Everyone!

I’m sure you are bored, and tired being indoors, but keep in mind that you are potentially sav-
ing your live, and the lives of others. I pray to God to give me the strength to endure being
inside this much as [ am a severe claustrophobic, this house it getting smaller every day! [ am
so grateful for Sneaky Pete, Cinnamon, Carly and Daisy as they provide a lot of entertain-
ment (as well as dog hair which gives me something to do daily)

Even though we are officially closed, some things have been done. The new gutters are on the
parsonage, and the trees along the side of the church have been trimmed. The new refrigera-
tor has been ordered, and will be delivered and installed after the crisis passes.

How are you spending your time? I make a list of things that should be done every evening.
Note that some of these jobs haven’t been tackled for a long time! I have scrubbed all the tile
in the living room, dining room and kitchen, I have taken my pantry apart, made a box to be
donated as I no longer use those items, cleaned all the shelves and put the rest back in an or-
ganized manner. Don’t laugh, I know that’s not going to last, but at least it looks good for
Now.

[ am not good at cleaning, never liked it, never will. And — no one is coming over for dinner,
or a visit so no one will see how nice it looks. With four dogs and Bill, it will be a mess again
very soon — but the good side is that [ will have something to do for another day.

You all know that I love to cook and bake — but Bill and I can’t eat an entire cake — and
there’s no one here to give it to.

So, life is different for all of us. But we should be thankful for the things that are the same,
we are healthy, God is with us, we have the added convenience of the computer and internet
for communication, and we have each other. Let’s be thankful for the blessings we have, and
have had and move forward. Find something to do to occupy your time, and plan for the fu-
ture. You can’t yet pick a date for a picnic or party, or family dinner, but you can think about
it, plan your menu, make a list — and you’ll be ready to send out your invitations when the
time comes.

God bless you and your families!

Lyn Wallace (Trustee)



UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

At the March meeting of the United Methodist Women, Pastor Laurie presented an
overview of UMCOR, our United Methodist Committee on Relief which is always

there to serve. We assembled hygiene kits which were sent to UMCOR to distribute
where needed.

Unfortunately, we will be unable to meet in April due to the national isolation order,

| will definitely miss seeing all of you. We will move forward assuming the two big
projects we have been working on will still happen in May.

l.;;‘é_t.?ﬁ AD The Flea Market will take place May 9, 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Space is availa-
ble, so on these days when you have a little extra time at home, please
continue to sort through your belongings and pack your boxes. It’s easier

’ .'.\ than you think to fill a table, your reward is extra storage space and extra
money in your pocket.

CHURCH TABLE

If you have some lovely items you are no longer using and wish to put them in the
hands of someone who will appreciate them but don’t feel you can handle a table
yourself, you can donate those items to the church table for sale. All money gener-
ated here will go directly to the church.

By May 12, we will all be ready to gather and share a meal. The Salad Supper begins
at 6:30 pm. Women from surrounding churches gather here for that very popular
event. Everyone is invited, please bring a salad to share.




MESSAGE FROM STEWARDSHIP

Know Your Purpose

“You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and his hair

Inust never be cut. For he will be dedicated to God as a Nazirite

from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the Philistines.”
JUDGES 13:5 NLT

D aby Samson came with an instruction manual and a prophecy:

L) 1. Don’t cut his hair.
" 2. Dedicate him to God as a Nazirite.

3. Someday he will begin to rescue Israel from the Philistines.

This infant grew to be an amazingly strong man with superhero-
.15 qualities who, despite his own shortcomings and sin (read Judges
~3-16 for his full story), ultimately fulfilled his prebirth prophecy.

Do you ever wish that an angel had proclaimed your purpose
z=fore your birth? If you've ever struggled with meaning—whatyou're
—eant to do on earth—you're not alone.

Although you may sometimes feel small and insignificant and
inable to do anything really worthwhile in this messed-up world,
znow this: When God designed your life, He didn’t roll the dice and
2-bitrarily place you. No, He crafted your unique position—the years
+oulive, the family you belong to, the career you pursue, the friends
7ou choose, your passions and abilities—to give you the opportunity
-3 make an everlasting impact on the world. Big, earth-changing re-
“ivals or small, personal kindnesses alike—you can make a difference.

°"

God please show me how to make an
everlasting impact today. Use me, Father. Amen

From the Book Daily Wisdom For Women, Published by Barbour Publishing,, Contributed by Donna K. Maltese




Hello LUMC congregation

I would like to thank everyone for their support of my Eagle Scout
Project. A few months ago, I installed handrails in the main hallway of
the church, leading into the bathrooms, offices, and most importantly,
the sanctuary. I am submitting my final paperwork now and I would
like to thank everyone for their kindness. This project would not have
happened without your generous donations and support and I am ex-

tremely lucky to complete a project that will help many people for

years to come.

Thank you.

Christopher Stockburger, Member of LUMC and
Boy Scout Troop 99

D\D

Our Sincere Condolences to the families of :

e Peaiises George G. Jenca (passed away 12/31/19), and
ate With you  Carol J. Habel (passed away 3/15/2020)
Memorial Services for George and Carol have been put on hold till after the

Quarantine for the Coronavirus is lifted. An announcement will be made as
soon as a date is set.

< —
I hope everyone is doing well and keeping Safe and Healthy!

For the next Friendly Voice, I am hoping that everyone can share something
Entertaining and Fun, not necessarily about the church, maybe how you are
spending your time quarantined at home, or about anything you would like to
share about your family- - a joke, a puzzle or anything on your mind. Just mail it
to the church, or send it to church@langhornechurch.org.

Hope to hear from you!
Donna

Church Secretary




Below is a really nice message and prayer from shop owners we visited in
Bethlehem. Marybeth States

On behalf of the entire Nissan family, we would
like to wish you all blessings from Bethlehem, the
Holy Land; the birthplace of our Lord and ~ Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ!

With the Coronavirus dominating the entire
world, making a lot of families scared and help-
less, businesses stop, economies failing and chil-
dren scared, it can be easy to feel overwhelmed
and easy to feel afraid. So, in these hard times, we

] look to refocus on God and pray that He protect
{ us from the spread of COVID-19, heal those who
are sick and come into our hearts and make us
strong.

“Have mercy on me, my God, have mercy on me,
for in you I take refuge. I will take refuge in the
shadow of your wings until the disaster has

passed.” -(Psalm 57:1)

We pray that His mercy may come down on all of us and that He give researchers and doctors

the wisdom and strength to find the cure in order to get through this very rough time soon, safe
and healthy!

God Bless You and Your Families!
With Blessings & Love,
The Nissan Brothers
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Nahum 1

Every word below is contained within the group of letter. Words can be
found in a straight line horizontally, vertically, or diagonally. They may be
read either forward or backward.

ANGER LORD COMMANDMENT  EARTH WRATH
STORM . PEACE COUNSELLOR WORLD IMAGINE
ENEMIES TRUST VENGEANCE FIRE FEASTS
VOWS FLOOD NINEVEH WORLD
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(Answers on Next Page)




Answer to Nahum 1 Puzzle

Nahum |
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April 6th
April 10th
April 11th

April 15th
April 20th
April 29th

APRIL SENIOR BIRTHDAYS

Send our Seniors a Birthday Card and let them know you are thinking of them!!

Ted Thieroff—936 W. Richardson Ave., Langhorne, PA 19047
Bob Hesser - 771 Cypress Ave., Langhorne, PA 19047

Helen McDonald—1276 Thames Crescent, Yardley, PA 19067
Sam Phillips—4301 S. Woodland Drive, Bensalem, PA 19020
Vic Campo—~61 Milton St., Feasterville, PA 19053

Joan Yuhas—3318 Fonthill Ct., Langhorne, PA 19047

Kurt Tommuscheit—P.O. Box 952, Langhorne, PA 19047




Langhorne United Methodist Church
301 East Maple Ave., Langhorne PA, (215) 757-4984
lumc-online.org

Rev. Laurie J. Pfahler

JOIN US FOR SUNDAY WORSHIP!
Sunday Worship Hours:

9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship
9:30 a.m. Children’s Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Adult Sunday School

6:30 p.m. Youth Group

Rev. Laurie J. Pfahler, laurie@langhornechurch.org

Bill Bryan, Director of Congregational Care, bill@langhornechurch.org
Dave Tyler, Lay Leader, deetee0810@gmail.com

Donna Goodwin, Church Secretary, church@langhornechurch.org
Kerry Fenton, Organist, Kerry@langhornechurch.org

Kim Stockburger Treasurer, Gs5th@comast.net

Hugh Green, Youth Director, Hugh@langhornechurch.org

Barbara Jordan, Choir Accompanist, acompanist@aol.com

Kim Stockberger, Bell Choir Director, Gs5th@comcast.net

Kurt Tommuscheit, Sexton

Amy Rodda, Steeple Kids Director, steeplekids@comecast.net




